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Treasury of the United States, 
Washington, 
June 4, 1885 


Sir: 


This office is frequently in receipt of communications complaining of the dirty and 
tarnished condition of our fractional silver coins, and in this connection it has occurred to me that 
a great improvement might be effected, either by washing, or by some other method, at no great 
risk or expense, and that quite a large portion of the opposition or dislike to handle silver coins 
might be obviated, and a considerable increase of the 50¢ and 25¢ coins put into circulation, if 
the same were bright and clean. 


I shall be pleased, therefore, if you can suggest some practicable method for cleaning and 
brightening the coin and advise me at your convenience. 


Very respectfully, 
C.N. Jordan 
Treasurer U.S. 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esq. 
Superintendent Mint U.S. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


